
Phyllium pulchrifolium is renowned for its remarkable leaf mimicry. Both males and females exhibit a fla�ened, leaf-like 
body shape, with coloration ranging from green to yellow or orange, aiding in camouflage among foliage. Males 
possess functional hind wings, allowing them to fly, while females are larger, broader, and flightless due to their 
reduced wing size. The species exhibits sexual dimorphism, with males being more slender and equipped with longer 
antennae compared to females. 

In terms of behavior, these insects are primarily nocturnal and rely heavily on stillness and mimicry to avoid predators. 
During the day, they remain motionless among leaves, blending into their environment. At night, they become more 
active, with males flying in search of mates while females typically remain stationary, relying on pheromones to a�ract 
partners.

COMMON NAME

ANATOMY, SEXUAL DIFFERENCES AND BEHAVIOR

Native to Indonesia, Phyllium pulchrifolium inhabits tropical rainforests where it resides among the canopy and under-
story vegetation. The dense foliage provides both food sources and shelter, facilitating its camouflage strategy against 
predators.

HABITAT

As herbivores, these insects feed on the leaves of various plants. In captivity, they have been observed consuming 
leaves from oak, bramble, and other broadleaf plants. Their diet in the wild likely includes a variety of native plant 
species found within their rainforest habitat.

DIET

While specific conservation assessments for Phyllium pulchrifolium are limited, general threats to leaf insects include 
habitat loss due to deforestation and environmental changes. The degradation of tropical forests in Southeast Asia 
poses a significant risk to their natural habitats.

THREATS

LATIN NAME

The Walking Leaf Insect

Phyllium pulchrifolium

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN

Indonesia
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This certificate confirms that this specimen from Beautifly® has been ethically sourced from expert entomologists who 
work closely with specialized ‘insect farms’ that breed a variety of insects. 

The farms are primarily located in tropical regions in Australia, Asia, and the Americas. Insects are cultivated for various 
purposes, including population management and educational use. All collaborating entomologists and insect breeders are 

certified and a�liated with reputable entomological societies. Their lifespan can be a�ected by factors such as the 
environment, food availability and predators. Given their short life expectancy, many bu�erflies in these farms do not 

survive long, and they are sold to entomologists. Thanks to their e�orts, we can create stunning displays that allow us to 
appreciate the beauty of nature up close.

With purchase of this specimen we certify that that you have sponsored 1 EURO to wildlife conservation projects. This 
donation is built into our business model because we believe that beauty should always come with responsibility. When you 
choose Beautifly®, you're not just investing in a meaningful object — you're helping to protect the ecosystems that inspire it.
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