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SPECIES INFORMATION CARD Beatitifly.

COMMON NAME
The Adonis Morpho Butterfly

LATIN NAME
Morpho adonis

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN
Tropical and Subtropical forests of South Ameri¢

ANATOMY, SEXUAL DIFFERENCES AND BEHAVIOR

Morpho adonis is a striking butterfly best known for its radiant, iridescent light-blue wings. This dazzling coloration is
not created by pigment, but by microscopic scales on the surface of the wings that reflect and scatter light — a
phenomenon known as structural coloration. The wingspan typically ranges between 70 and 90 mm, making it slightly
smaller than some of its close relatives, like Morpho peleides.

The underside of the wings is a dull brown with several large eye spots. This provides excellent camouflage when the
butterfly is resting with its wings closed, helping it avoid predators in the undergrowth. Males have brighter, more
intense metallic blue coloring on the upper side of their wings, which they use to attract mates and signal territory.
Females are usually less vividly colored — their blue is often duller, sometimes mixed with brown or grey tones — which
helps them remain hidden while laying eggs or resting. Males also tend to be slightly smaller and are more active fliers,
often seen patrolling sunlit clearings in search of females.

Behaviorally, Morpho adonis flies with a slow, graceful glide, flashing its bright blue wings. When landing or threat-
ened, it folds its wings to reveal the brown underside, blending into the forest. This "flash and vanish" behavior helps
avoid predators. Males are territorial, and both sexes are most active during sunny daylight hours, especially in the
morning.

HABITAT

Morpho adonis is found in the tropical and subtropical forests of South America, especially in Venezuela, Colombia,
Peru, Brazil, and French Guiana. It inhabits rainforests at mid elevations, typically between 300 and 1000 meters. The
butterfly prefers sunny forest edges and clearings where its blue wings flash through the air, but once it lands, it
becomes nearly invisible thanks to its camouflaged wing undersides.

DIET

The caterpillars of Morpho adonis feed on leguminous plants, especially from the pea family (Fabaceae), which offer
the nutrients they need for metamorphosis. As adults, these butterflies feed primarily on fermenting fruit, such as
overripe bananas or mangos. They also occasionally seek out moisture and minerals fromm mud or dung, a behavior
known as “mud-puddling.”

THREATS

Although Morpho adonis is not classified as endangered, it is susceptible to the ongoing threats of rainforest defor-
estation and habitat fragmentation due to agriculture and development. Its vivid beauty also makes it a target for
collectors. However, butterfly farms and sustainable breeding programs now help meet demand while protecting wild
populations.
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Ethically Sourced Flying Creatures, Beautifully Presented

This certificate confirms that this specimen from Beautifly® has been ethically sourced from expert entomologists who
work closely with specialized ‘insect farms’ that breed a variety of insects.

The farms are primarily located in tropical regions in Australia, Asia, and the Americas. Insects are cultivated for various
purposes, including population management and educational use. All collaborating entomologists and insect breeders are
certified and affiliated with reputable entomological societies. Their lifespan can be affected by factors such as the
environment, food availability and predators. Given their short life expectancy, many butterflies in these farms do not
survive long, and they are sold to entomologists. Thanks to their efforts, we can create stunning displays that allow us to
appreciate the beauty of nature up close.

With purchase of this specimen we certify that that you have sponsored 1 EURO to wildlife conservation projects. This
donation is built into our business model because we believe that beauty should always come with responsibility. When you
choose Beautifly®, you're not just investing in a meaningful object — you're helping to protect the ecosystems that inspire it.

CP~_._~~90

COMMON NAME

The Adonis Morpho Butterfly

LATIN NAME

Morpho adonis

CERTIFIED BY

)

Mie Skakkebaek Lcée/s Vers’Eraete




